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2022 has ended well! 
August came to an end. Time for the North Sea Torch Parade. A thank you to all the lifesavers that kept 
our beaches safe this summer. 

   

   

 
With five million visitors this summer we are now on an average from before Corona. The twelve million 
overnight stays were on a par with 2021. The lovely weather made many choose a stay at the seaside, 
including many tourists, 31% from abroad. 

    
o The Jumelage Committee goes to Ettlingen. The annual Markfesten took place between 26-28 August. 

Arsène, Freddy & Wim made sure the beer sold out fast. Luckily B. Hennequin had some champagne 
left! 
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o 3-4 September brought Tastoe, a great success! The annual event in which our local catering industry 
can shine. What a treat for the taste buds! 11 restaurants, 4 drink stalls, 24 dishes, 10,000 plates, 2,500 
visitors per day. Thanks to all the participants who made it possible. 

   

    
o 17-18 September agricultural weekend & Belgovino. Thanks to severe winds most of the wine 

presentation was hastily cancelled. Safety first! Sunday was much calmer and we could enjoy the 
agricultural event. 

   

   
o Today a trip out to the Battery Bamburg in Westende. A bunker complex from WW2, part of the 

Atlantic Wall, designed to protect the Nieuwpoort harbour. Really worth a visit. 
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o 30 September, inter school cross country, this year the organisation fell to Middelkerke & councillors 

Henk Dierendonck & Natascha Lejaeghere presented the prizes. 

   

   
o In the beginning of the year Epernay presented their project ‘Week of Flavour’. After a search in the 

schools of Middelkerke it was decided to work with butcher school GO! In Diksmuide. From 10-14 
October 2 teachers & 8 pupils joined by Jumelage committee members Eddy Durnez & Vera Decock 
spent a great week in Epernay. 

   

     
o Autumn break, 30 October we were visited by the friendly dragon Josephine, fun was had by all! 
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o On the same Sunday we travelled to Vresse- sur-Semois to celebrate our 30 years twinning.  
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o 10-13 November the 25th Champagne Weekend took place here in Middelkerke. The 3 houses, 
Prévoteau-Perrier, Marcel Vautrain & B. Hennequin who have all been present during the 25 years 
were knighted in the Orde of Champagne together with retired Epernay Jumelage chairwoman Marie 
Choquet.  
We were also 55 years twinned with Epernay in 2022 and also had the delayed (due to Covid) 50 years 
twinning between Middelkerke-Ettlingen! We decided to celebrate it all with a dinner created by Eddy 
& his team. It was enjoyed by everyone present. Saturday we held an official reception in the town 
hall, finished by a last drink.  
The special champagne glasses were depleted by Sunday & the glass containers were overflowing. 
What a weekend!  
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o After the coldest night of the year on 17th December the recreational sport complex ‘Krokodiel’ was 

officially opened. As well as a new swimming pool there is a padel site with tennis, pickle ball & mini 
golf. Also a new sports hall with fitness area & the cherry on the top, the Urban Sports Park, for bike 
freaks, skaters and obstacle course. 4 top facilities. Flemish Sports Minister Ben Weyts visited us to 
officially open it. 

  

 

  
o Monday 19 December, the Normand park opened for Magical Middelkerke. We were submerged in a 

light & sound spectacular. 



  What’s on in Middelkerke! Pagina 8 van 11 

   

   

   
 

Update on the work in progress of the new casino 2022! 
It’s steaming ahead! 

January-February start of works, official start on February 26th. 
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March-April we descend. The foundations are 7 meters deep. Iron poles are anchored into the ground. 

   
May-June the first cranes appear. The foundation work begins. 

   

   
Beginning of July the works stop and an access to the promenade is made for visitors. 

End of August the works resume. 
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September- October we began to work up, concrete slabs appear. It picks up pace! The first works for the 
parking areas right of the future casino under the promenade commence. 

   

     

   
November-December the first compartments take form. I have included a photo of the future completed 

project, it’s coming! 
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2022 was a year we were reborn. After 2 years of covid- restrictions it was time to go forward. We visited 
or met with our Jumelage twins during visits. Old memories were retold and we enjoyed every minute. 
Every now and then we were reminded that covid wasn’t completely over and that safety was a priority. 

However the Jumelage committee of Middelkerke goes into 2023 with confidence. 

 
Until next time! Danny Deschagt 
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