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What will 2022 bring?

A new year, bringing new challenges & new possibilities. After nearly two years of Covid, with its many
safety measures, we are all hoping to get our ‘normal’ life back again.
• On January 7th the green light was given for the casino project! Flemish Minister for the interior Zuhal
Demir visited Middelkerke to sign the documents.

How does it all come about?
•

Phase 1: temporary sea barriers,
guaranteeing protection from
extreme weather.

•

Phase 2 excavation of the
foundations.

•

Phase 3: building works, meccano
for professionals, quick pre-build
elements.

•

Phase 4: garage build in several
phases, use of promenade
guaranteed

•

Phase 5: top layer, dunes & access to
parking.

•

Phase 6: completion of buildings
Deadline
23 December 2023
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•

On 8th & 9th of January Middelkerke organised together with Nieuwpoort the Belgian Championship
Cyclocross in the Military Domain of Lombardsijde. Due to Covid regulations, this event was held
without spectators. Some spectators caught a glimpse as the cyclists rode along the beach. Watching
on tv was our only compensation! After an exciting battle Wout van Aert & Sanne Cant were the
proud winners of the Belgian champion shirts. Congratulations.

•

The winter storms arrive, Corrie came on January 31st. The promenade between Ostend &
Middelkerke was closed to traffic. Nature rules, high waves beat against the head of the old casino.
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•

Many sporters thought ‘we’ll go to Middelkerke, see the coast’. What was a great mountain bike event
last year, became this year a survival of the fittest through extreme wind & rain. Unbelievable
RESPECT for all competitors!

•

Meet our Middelkerke clean beach combers, who pick the beaches clean weekly!

•

14th February, time for a little romance!
The parish had placed several photogenic hearts invitingly …

•

After the storm Corrie Mother Nature brought us Dudley on 16th February Eunice on 18th February
and finally Franklin on 20th February.
The fire brigade had their hands full with, loose roof tiles, roofing and hoardings that flew away.
Eunice was especially hard. The police closed the beach and Church Street to avoid accidents.
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•

What no-one thought possible happened on 24th February, Russia went to war on The Ukraine.
Now the Covid statistics are going down with hope of a normal summer, we now wait to see what this
will bring

•

Carry on is the message. On 26th February our Mayor Jean-Marie Dedecker struck the first symbolic
spade into the grounds of the new Casino together with the Minister of Public Works Lydia Peeters.
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•

At half term in March a lot of people come to the coast, in the Normand Park Hupsakee played ‘ Siap
bubbles with the Bubbles Princess & the Professor’. The children thoroughly enjoyed the spectacle.

•

The annual Carnaval Parade in Westende- Lombardsijde came too early in the
year to allow it to go ahead due to safety rules. But on March 5th the children
were given a carnaval party that had been postponed for two years due to corona.
Councillor Natacha Lejaeghere officially inaugurated the new Carnaval Prince &
Princess.
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On March 12th a world record of 211 Münsterland hunting dogs walked the beach of Westend. The
Münsterland, also called Heidewachtel, is not a well-known race in Belgium. Some of the participants
came from as far away as Poland, Denmark, France, the Netherlands & England.

foto’s © Benny Proot
In Westende the 2nd phase of the new seafront has started.
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•

On our beaches cabins, play areas & beach bars are rebuilt. Things are happening in Middelkerke!

•

The Easter holidays arrive from 2 until 17 April children can forget school & covid & just enjoy
themselves. The weather wasn’t great in the beginning but by the second week it was a welcome
breath of fresh air after two difficult years.

•

Hupsakee ‘a holiday full of pleasure ‘ on 7th April transformed the park into a pleasure park for the
children. They were quickly warmed up & there was a food truck on hand with warm drinks for the
grownups.
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•

Hupsakee Easter workshop ‘outside the lines ‘ with Vicky Lommatzsch. Who needs a drawing board
when there’s a lovely flat beach nearby …

•

The Easter holiday is finished, but look who’s there. A lovely end to a fortnight that brought the
shopkeepers much needed support and strength for the months to come.

•

On the first Wednesday after the Easter holidays there are outdoor games. After years indoors with
games & computers the children need the stimulation of the outdoors. It was sunny and a great day for
young & old!
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At long last, the official opening of the new youth club ‘The Paravang’, in the basement of De
Branding. The teenagers of Middelkerke have had their own place for 25 years.

What’s on in Middelkerke!

•

Pagina 10 van 11

To round off April we have ‘Passage Lokal’ a journey through the local shops & businesses in ‘De
Branding’.

Our economic motor gains speed.

What’s on in Middelkerke!

Pagina 11 van 11

We dare to dream, make plans, full speed ahead. The pandemic is not over yet, but look forward, no
looking back!
We of the Jumelage committee have started 2022 full hope. After two years of
planning, scrapping & living on memories of good times with our twin towns.
We started our activities in Vresse-sur-Semois with the art exhibition.
Our own Maggie Wilkinson visited Clevedon in April, getting to know the
twin committee but also to celebrate the COVID delayed 30th anniversary.
In May we were in Epernay for ‘Fête de la Bière’. Rauschenberg (50 years)
Büchenbeuren (55 years) Vresse-sur-Semois (30 years) are planned festivities
this year. Epernay (55 years) & Ettelingen (50 years -2021) will be celebrated
with the 25th Champagne Weekend in Middelkerke.
The activities follow each other rapidly. Our new members of the Jumelage
Committee can at long last, since their joining in 2019, learn the ropes & get
to know you all.

Danny Deschagt
Translation : Maggie Wilkinson
Foto’s; Luc Cassiman, Benny Proot
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