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Middelkerke looks ahead! 
September 2021. Things are easing up, we try to find our way through all the Covid regulations. 

• The Tastoe event was brought by our local restaurants who did their very best for the visitors. 

  

  

  
• The Leffingeleuren festival was amended. But we had a music festival and the show went on! 
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• The 20th Agricultural weekend took over the promenade, farming implements and animals introduced 
the visitors to their businesses. It was a fantastic weekend that brought thousands to our area. 

  

  

   
• In Westende the 2nd fase of the renovations has started. This fase should be finished by summer of 

2022. 
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• In October 36 children from the flooded village of Hamoir spent a wonderful time with us, giving 
them the chance to forget the terrible time they had during the flooding. The holiday parks ‘De 
Lombarde’ and ‘De Zeekameel’ together with some generous local businesses gave them free 
accommodation and more. A lovely initiative, our thoughts go out to the afflicted families. 

  
• Due to the pandemic, walking and cycling have become our main distractions. On 24th of October 

MTB Toertocht was held here for all the brave sports people among us. With a maximum of 77k 
there was something for everyone! 

  

  
Via the beach and dunes and all the way to Nieuwpoort they were stretched to their own limits and 
beyond. But nothing other than smiling faces at the finish at the sports complex De Branding. 
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• At the end of October, Halloween. “The Beast” washed up on the Epernay Plein to welcome scores of 

visitors. In the library there was a lazer shoot out for the brave! 
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HUPSAKEE brought several wonderful attractions. 

   
• Sports complex De Branding was transformed into “Otis Play City “ an indoor play park, fantastic. 

Lovely to see the children enjoying themselves. The bad weather ensured a large attendance. A 
huge thanks to the volunteers who made it all possible. 
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• At the start of November the Covid infections reached a spectacular high, the Omicron variant has 
Belgium and the rest of Europe in its grip. The 50 years jubileum with Etteling was cancelled.  

• The champagne Weekend went ahead between 11-14 November, the Covid safe ticket helped to keep 
everything in order. We all looked forward to it, the champagne growers from Epernay, many people 
from the Middelkerke area, and many from the throughout Belgium found their way to Middelkerke to 
enjoy the weekend. The situation was adjusted and it was enjoyed by all that came. 

   

   

   

   
• 18th December, we announce the opening of the new baths, after many years of good use our “Via 

Krokodil“ was in need of up-dating. With great pleasure we now enjoy our new Pearl. 
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• The Christmas season arrives, Magic Middelkerke is unfolded in the Normand park. The lights, 

fountains and music transport us to a time of elves and trolls. 
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After 2020 the year 2021 was one of challenges. 
Everyone hopes that the worst of the pandemic is now 
behind us. Omicron makes it plain to all that we must 
remain prepared, look ahead and enjoy every day and 
every event. 

With renewed hope we step forward to 2022. 
Danny Deschagt 
Translation : Maggie Wilkinson 
Photo’s; Luc Cassiman 
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